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Luck is not chance
It’s toil
.
Fortune’s expensive smile
Is 
earned.
The Father of the Mine
Is that old-fashioned coin
We spurned.
)
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	Salt over the shoulder, black cats, and four-leaf clovers; does one actually need to use such things? Emily Dickinson begs to differ. “Luck Is Not Chance,” she says in her poem of the same name. Although it may sound rather contradictory, once analyzed, the poem brings clarity and realism through her use of personification, alliteration and paradox.
	Hard work is what pays off, not good fortune. Emily says “Luck is not chance/ it’s toil (1-2)”. Here, she uses paradox. The dictionary meaning of ‘toil’ is “to progress slowly and with difficulty”. On the other hand, luck is as predictable as a manic three-year-old. Toiling over something is the exact opposite of luck. Here, she has made water and oil mix so the end result is an overall better explanation of luck. Henceforth, by using two polar opposites, she more clearly exemplifies what luck is.
	Many people, including Ralph Waldo Emerson, know that if someone ‘works and acquires, then one will have chained the wheel of chance.’  The poem says the same thing, but with alliteration, in lines 3-4 that for lady luck to smile on someone, they must work their way up. This is not a fairytale where Cinderella-esque people get the dream job by riding in pumpkins and singing with mice. This is real life, and Emily makes it relatable by using personification and alliteration. Alliteration aids in letting the words ‘lady luck’ slide smoothly off the tongue. This ties in with the personification of Ms. Luck, herself; being that she is known to be smooth and sly, with overflowing guile. In these last lines, Dickenson says that there is no lady pulling the strings of our fate. Any outcome comes from within, because Emily believes in an external locus of control.
	She is not saying that humanity shouldn’t dream and follow its ambitions. Ambitions give purpose, and shouldn’t be vanquished. As Dickinson states at the end of her poem, “the Father of the Mine/ is that old-fashioned Coin/ we spurned (5-7).” The Father of the Mine is greatness and self-actualization; again, she uses personification to get her point across. This prominence of self-actualization comes from the ‘old-fashioned coin’ or, put simply, the little opportunities in life. The coin is the dream. She is saying that if dreams are cast away, grandeur may never be achieved in life. She has managed to say so in the most cryptic way possible. She personifies grandeur as a father to show how mighty success is. By making one find the bonds between father and success, she has found a vastly advantageous way to get her point across.
	Dickinson definitely knew what she was doing. She was able to elegantly string together personification, alliteration, and paradox. In the poem, each small literary device works harmoniously to bring out the meaning.
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