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Depressed Arts
	The effect of The Great Depression on American Art and Literature was no small matter. Because the depression was so real for scores of Americans, it made a multitude of people want to escape. It made them want to dream, because dreams didn’t have to be real. So they engrossed themselves in books that were profuse with comedy or exemplified ‘the simple life.’ Along with the Depression, government stimulus funds in the arts ensued. Thus came numerous murals and feats of architecture.
	The Depression is evident in American literature in that there hardly is any suffering in the books at the time of the Depression. Many books were to escape reality. Some books criticized progress and glorified living simply. John Steinbeck did exactly that when he wrote The Grapes of Wrath. Books like The Grapes of Wrath were realistic. They dealt with struggle and found hope, hope being the main point.
	Many physical works of art came out of The Great Depression because the government paid for grants to develop the arts at that time. One giant grant was the Federal Arts Project. The Arts Project sponsored numerous murals, sculptures, and even symphonies. Using grants like this one, Gutzon Borglum designed and carved Mount Rushmore. No doubt, architecture also got involved at this time.
	Architecture really made its mark during the 30’s. First there was the Chrysler building in New York, in 1930. Afterwards came a slew of landmarks, including the Empire State building and Rockefeller Center. These buildings stand to show that even in the midst of poverty, and in the wake of failure, people still dream. Americans dream very big.
	The Great Depression affected people in many ways. Albeit not the best way to jumpstart ingenuity and creativity, it did us good. The American people came out stronger and wiser. Our nation even got a face-lift. The New York City skyline would be forever changed, as would the minds of all the people who lived through it. 
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