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Louisiana Purchase
                The Louisiana Purchase was an immense piece of land that the United Sates bought when Thomas Jefferson was president, and is probably the most important purchase any American president has made. It doubled the size of the United States, which helped us get one giant leap closer to the “sea to shining sea” vision they had. It was bought for 15 million dollars, or just over 200 million in today’s money. This expanse included parts of modern day Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, Kansas, Nebraska, and the Dakotas. 
                Before the area where many Midwestern families call home was acquired by the US, it belonged to the French. Napoléon saw himself creating a beautiful empire there. He wanted to use that area to supply Hispaniola. However, more pressing issues arose in Europe, and forced Bonaparte to sell the Louisiana region. This was very good news for Americans.
	Taking into account that Napoleon was having an ‘everything must go’ sale in North America, he did what all vendors do when they just want to sell a thing. He sold it at the astoundingly low price, less than 50 cents per acre. In a stroke of genius, Jefferson took him up on that offer. Nevertheless, there was one issue. France had previously sold that same piece of land to Spain, and then sneakily bought it back before deciding to resell. 
	In spite of this, Spain graciously gave Louisiana back to France in a ceremony on November 30th, 1803. One month later, on the 20th of December, Louisiana became territory of the United States. This gave the country a greater look of power, and almost guaranteed manifest destiny. There is no doubt, it increased American nationalism. 
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